Proposed Idea

1. What is the problem that your Project is trying to address?  Why is this problem worth solving? (5 pts).

The goal of all research studies is to address a specific problem.  In basic research this can mean that we don’t understand something and we want to know more, and in applied research this can mean that we want to find a solution to a real-world issue.  Before you begin working on your paper, you need to identify what problem the study is trying to address.  

Once you’ve identified the problem, answer this question by describing the problem and briefly explaining (3 – 5 sentences) why this problem is worth solving.  You should provide a logical argument to support your position. You can conduct background research on your topic if you’d like, but if you do please be sure to provide APA formatted citations and references for any sources that you use in formulating your response.

2. What are your hypotheses for the Class Research Project? (5 pts.)

Your hypotheses should be predictions of the expected outcomes of your study.  Each hypothesis must predict a relationship between variables – you should specify the expected direction of the effect.

Once you’ve identified the hypotheses, answer this question by writing them down in your own words.

3.  What are the variables the Class Research Project – include both independent variables and the dependent variable? How is each variable operationally defined? (5 pts.)

For this question you will need to identify the variables, identify whether each is an independent variable or a dependent variable and describe how each is being operationally defined for this study.  An operational definition identifies the specific question used to measure a variable.

You should write one short paragraph (3- 5 sentences) for each variable.  Each paragraph should identify the variable, specify whether it is independent or dependent, and explain how it is being measured in your study.


4. What is your method for testing your hypotheses? How do you plan to measure each variable? (5 pts.)

For this question you will need to write out your procedure for testing your hypotheses and measuring your variables. Also, please include the materials you may need to measure each variable. 


